Ms  A.Armstrong


Grade 8 Math Information Sheet

This sheet is meant to provide grade 8 students and their parents/guardians with some basic information about Ms Armstrong’s Math classes.

1. Grading System

Students will be assigned a letter grade in Math based on their achievement in a wide variety of work, including tests, quizzes, homework assignments, journals, projects, portfolios, and class activities. Letter grades are established according to BC Ministry of Education Standards on the basis of the following percentages:


A
86-100%
C
60-66%
I
Incomplete/In-Progress


B
73-85%
C-
50-59%


C+
67-72%
F
0-49%

2. Methods of Evaluation and the Assignment of Grades

Students will receive a minimum of 4 interims or report cards throughout the school year. These reports need to be signed by the parents or guardians and returned to the school (with the except of the final report card in June).

Each term, students will be evaluated according to the following standards:

· Quality of mathematical reasoning and understanding of mathematical concepts,
· Accuracy and completeness of mathematical calculations,
· Communication of reasoning and understanding of concepts,
· Work habits (both classwork and homework).
Students will be assessed and evaluated through homework assignments, projects, Problems of the Week assignments, quizzes, tests, and a final exam in June.

One of the goals of this course is that students will develop a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts beyond being able to remember math formulas and step-by-step procedures. We will be focusing on both problem solving and problem finding.
3. Participation

Students are expected to arrive in class on time with the appropriate materials and to be active participants in class. Students are also expected to complete all assignments on time. They are responsible for any work missed during an absence and should see Ms Armstrong as soon as they return to school (or beforehand if the absence is a planned one) to make arrangements regarding any missed tests or assignments.

4. Homework

Homework is assigned on a regular basis and all students are expected to complete it. The amount of homework your child brings home will depend on how efficiently he/she works in class and the speed at which he/she is able to do his/her work (in other words, the amount will vary from student to student). A goal in Math 8 is develop students with independent study habits so they will be able to make an easy transition to high school.

If for some reason your child is unable to complete the homework – for example, they’ve read their notes and/or textbook, attempted it (there needs to be evidence of this that I can see) but just can’t figure out how to do it, or there has been some outside event such as an illness in the family or a sports championship – your child should ask you to write me a brief explanatory note (you can also phone or e-mail me). 

Success Club is available for those students who prefer to do their homework after school so that extra help is close at hand, and for those students who have shown that they are not yet able to manage their own homework independently.
5. Challenge Level Work
When possible, homework will be offered at a variety of levels. “Problem of the Week” offers an opportunity for your child to delve more deeply into the patterns and concepts of math. A challenge sheet of independent work will be made available for those students who have completed their work and wish to do math at a more advanced level. These students will be responsible to pick up the sheet, do the questions (showing their work of course), make corrections when answers are posted, and hand in their work (including corrections). Finally, the Canadian National Math League and Gauss contests will be offered during Second Term for those students who are interested in participating.
6. Tutorials

Extra help is always available upon request! – I am usually around my classroom (or the home ec room) before and after school and during lunch periods. Rewrites are offered for math unit tests if the student has met with me to discuss and work on whatever he/she needs to practise. Students should talk to me to arrange a convenient time to meet. 

7. Website

The homework page is posted at http://www2.sd43.bc.ca/maplecreek/091staffweb/armstrong/. My own webpage is at http://members.tripod.com/msarmstrong/armstrong.htm.
8. Contacting Ms Armstrong

You can reach me by phoning the school at 464-8581. You can also e-mail me at AArmstrong@sd43.bc.ca 

Please keep the top portion for your own records, cut off and sign the bottom portion and return it to Ms Armstrong as soon as possible

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We have read and discussed the Math 8 Information sheet.
Student’s Name  ______________________       Student’s Signature _____________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature  _________________________________                     Date _____________
